Idiopathic Congenital Talipes Equinovarus, or clubfoot, is a common developmental disorder of the foot, affecting at least 2 in every 1000 live births in Scotland. The defect is characterised by a twisting of the foot and loss of calf muscle. Diagnosis is usually made on postnatal examination and treatment; usually a series of foot manipulations, takes place within the first year. Treatment can be particularly painful and is not always successful as the defect can recur leading to life-long disability in some cases. Very little is known of the aetiology of clubfoot despite it being such a common problem and therefore our lab set out to elucidate the developmental processes that occur during limb development which result in clubfoot. The chick limb is a well established model system used to study many developmental processes, signalling events and has been used to model several human limb disorders. We have developed a chick model of human clubfoot using a neuromuscular paralysing agent, resulting in a range of clubfoot conditions. Our lab is currently using this chick model to determine the develop- 
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